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Canada issued notices on Monday ordering six of India’s diplomats to leave the country — including top diplomat
Sanjay Kumar Verma, seen here in an August 2023 interview with reporters, and its top consular official in Toronto.

THERCMP'S EXTRAORDINARY
STATEMENT ONTHE CRIMINAL
PROBE OF INDIAN OFFICIALS

‘COMPELLED TO SPEAK ABOUT ‘SIGNIFICANT THREAT

The RCMP on Monday
issued the following state-
ment on the investigation
into alleged criminal
activity by Indian officials
on Canadian soil.

n extraordin-

ary situation is

compelling us to

speak about what
we have discovered in our
multiple ongoing investiga-
tions into the involvement of
agents of the Government of
India in serious criminal ac-
tivity in Canada. It is not our
normal process to publicly
disclose information about
ongoing investigations, in an
effort to preserve their integ-
rity. However, we feel it is ne-
cessary to do so at this time
due to the significant threat
to public safety in our coun-
iry.

Over the past few years,
and more recently, law en-
forcement agencies in Can-
ada, including the RCMP,
have successfully investi-
gated and charged a signifi-
cant number of individuals
for their direct involvement
in homicides, extortions and
other eriminal acts of vio-
lence.

In addition, there has
been well over a dozen cred-
ible and imminent threats
to life which have led to the
conduct of Duty to Warn
by law enforcement with
members of the South Asian
community, and specific-
ally members of the pro-
Khalistan movement. As
a result, in February 2024,
the RCMP created a multi-
disciplinary team to investi-
gate and co-ordinate efforts
to combat this threat. The
team has learned a signifi-

cant amount of informa-
tion about the breadth and
depth of criminal activity
orchestrated by agents of the
Government of India, and
consequential threats to the
safety and security of Can-
adians and individuals living
in Canada.

Despite law enforcement
action, the harm has con-
tinued, posing a serious
threat to our public safety.
We reached a point where
we felt it was imperative to
confront the Government of
India and inform the pub-
lic about some very serious
findings that have been un-
covered through our investi-
gations.

There i1s a violent extrem-
1sm threat in Canada that
Canada and India have been
working on over the years.
However, these threats
are impacting Canada and
India’s ability to collaborate.

Earlier this week, the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Fed-
eral Policing, Mark Flynn,
made attempits to meet with
his Indian law enforcement
counterparts to discuss vio-
lent extremism occurring
in Canada and India, and
present evidence pertaining
to agents of the Govern-
ment of India’s involvement
in serious criminal activity
in Canada. These attempts
were unsuccessful, therefore
Deputy Commissioner Flyon
met with officials of the Gov-
ernment of India, along with
the National Security and
Intelligence Advisor (NSIA),
Nathalie Drouin, and Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs
David Morrison over the
weekend.

Through our national
task force and other investi-
gative efforts, the RCMP has

obtained evidence that dem-
onstrates four very serious
issues:

# Violent extremism im-
pacting both countries;

B Links tying agents of the
Government of India (GOI)
to homicides and violent
acts;

# The use of organized crime
to create a perception of an
unsafe environment target-
ing the South Asian Com-
munity in Canada; and
Binterference
democratic processes.

Investigations have re-
vealed that Indian diplomats
and consular officials based
in Canada leveraged their of-
ficial positions to engage in
clandestine activities, such
as collecting information for
the Government of India,
either directly or through
their proxies; and other indi-
viduals who acted voluntari-
ly or through coercion.

Evidence also shows that
a wide variety of entities in
Canada and abroad have
been used by agents of the
Government of India to col-
lect information. Some of
these individuals and busi-
nesses were coerced and
threatened into working for
the Government of India.
The information collected
for the Government of India
is then used to target mem-
bers of the South Asian com-
munity.

This evidence was pre-
sented directly to Govern-
ment of India officials, ur-
ging their co-operation in
stemming the violence and
requesting our law enforce-
ment agencies work together
to address these issues.

The RCMP is hoping
to address these threats

into

through our relationship
with the Government of
India and the National In-
vestigation Agency with the
end goal of strengthening
the safety and security of the
Canadian public and South
Asian community.

The safety and security
of our citizens, regardless of
their background or beliefs,
remains a top priority for the
RCMP and we will not toler-
ate any form of intimidation,
harassment, or harmful tar-
geting of communities or in-
dividuals in Canada.

We are seeking the pub-
lic's assistance in reporting
incidents of foreign inter-
ference by the Government
of India. Anvone who feels
threatened online or in per-
son should report the inci-
dent to their local police. If
someone is in immediate
danger, call 9-1-1. Individuals
can also report to the RCMP
National Security Informa-
tion Network by phone at
1-800-420-5805 or online at
remp.ca)/report-it.

We recognize the con-
cern and fear people might
be feeling when seeing this
news and we recognize that
South Asians are victims of
the activities we're investi-
gating. We want to assure all
Canadians that their safety
and security is at the fore-
front of evervthing we do
and we urge the public and
South Asian communities
to remain calm and give law
enforcement and Canadian
officials time to continue dis-
Cussions.

While the RCMP does not
generally comment on inves-
tigative matters to preserve
operational integrity, we will
keep the public updated as
things develop.
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The official said that since
Nijjar's death, the pace of
threats has escalated to such
an extent that authorities
have warned a dozen indi-
viduals of Indian descent
that there was credible in-
formation they could be tar-
geted. The official and others
spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss the in-
vestigation, citing the sensi-
tivity of allegations that have
caused a rupture in relations
between Delhi and Ottawa.

India has vehemently de-
nied the accusations. A state-
ment 1ssued by the country’s
Ministrv of External Affairs
on Monday said that Modi's
government “strongly rejects
these preposterous imputa-
tions and ascribes them to
the political agenda™ of Prime
Minister Justin Trudean.

Even so, the new allega-
tions add to mounting con-
cerns among Western sec-
urity officials and human
rights organizations that
Modis government has be-
come one of the world’s most
aggressive practitioners of
“transnational repression,”
or the use of violence and
other means to neutralize
perceived homegrown ad-
versaries who have sought
refuge in other countries.

The Biden administration,
which has cultivated closer
ties with India, last year con-
fronted Modi administration
officials with intelligence
that India's Research and
Analyvsis Wing, a spy service
known as RAW, was behind
an attempt to assassinate a
Sikh separatist in New York
— a failed plot with parallels
to the Nijjar case in Canada.

Nijjar and Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun, the target
of the New York plot, were
leaders of a movement that
for decades has campaigned
to carve out an independ-
ent Sikh state in northern
India. The movement was
marked by violent clashes in
the 19805, but has been rela-
tively dormant since a crack-
down led to a mass exodus of
Sikhs to other countries.

Modi, who came to power
as a champion of Hindu na-
tionalism, has revived con-
cerns about the supposed
threat posed by Sikhs living
abroad. Modi and other of-
ficials have frequently ac-
cused Canada, which has the
wuorld's largest population of
Sikhs outside India, of har-
bouring terrorists.

Canadian officials said
they only recently began to
grasp the magnitude of the
covert campaign of violence
India has waged against
Sikhs as new evidence
emerged from an investiga-
tion of Nijjar’s killing that
is led by the RCMP but has
involved other agencies, as
well as intelligence provid-
ed by the United States and
other allies.

Officials said the inves-
tigation has uncovered evi-
dence of Indian government
involvement in home inva-
sions, drive-by shootings,
arson and at least one addi-
tional killing.

Officials cited the death
of Sukhdool Singh, who
was shot in Winnipeg on
Sept. 20, 2023, less than a
day after he was featured in
a wanted list of gangsters
posted on X by India's Na-
tional Investigation Agency.
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